Silence of the Lamb I1

A Working Paper on Forced Conversions

By

Centre for Social Justice






Working Paper? Series No. 10

Tackling the Uncomfortable Truth of Forced
Conversions

The Chairman Senate and Speaker National Assembly of Pakistan constituted a
joint Parliamentary Committee to Protect Minorities from Forced Conversions on
215 November 2019. This Committee comprises 22 cross-party members of the
Senate and National Assembly which includes eight Hindu and Christian
parliamentarians. One expects this exercise to entail measures and outcomes
that will engender a greater sense of security and protection of life, liberty and
dignity among members of religious minority communities in Pakistan.

In order to dispense this tall responsibility the Committee shall need; an informed
input involving independent investigations; the stakeholder’s versions,
importantly the victim’s account, media reportage, etc; The Committee would
have to deal with intricate conceptual, legal and operational issues regarding
forced conversions. Forced conversions are symptomatic of social, economic
disparities and disregard for rule of law and legal equality. Therefore, any resolve
to the problem would have to address the root causes as well.

This paper seeks to bring forth the view-point informed by experiences of Civil
Society Organisations (CSOs) working for protection and promotion of minority
rights.

1. What is Forced Conversion?
Different terms such as, manipulated, unethical and forced conversions, have

been used internationally to explain the involuntary change of faith identity
under enticement, duress or coercion. The evidence at hand shows that the
involuntary nature of action usually hinges on the vulnerabilities of the victim,
owing to gender, age, or any vulnerability related to social and economic status.

In the current context of Pakistan, the following elements and circumstances, in
isolation or combination, have accompanied the forced conversions:

a) Conversion involves a minor or a dependent, social or economic subordinate,
or a physically or mentally challenged person;

b) Conversion couples with instant marriage, usually into the dominant religion
or sect;

1 This Working paper was prepared by Peter Jacob on behalf of Centre for Social Justice and Peoples Commission
for Minorities Rights 29t November 2019.
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d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

j)

Converted had to live away from their natural family or guardians on the
pretext of conversion/marriage;

The accused/defendant manipulates legal procedures including; trying to
avoid, influence or interfere with the investigation procedures; avoid or
influence judicial proceeding by absenting himself; gathering a mob during
hearings; avoiding jurisdiction of the concerned court; leveling unreasonable
allegations of threat to life, etc.; producing conversion certificate and
affidavits without legal basis, moreover, avoiding, counterfeiting, tempering
or interfering with the examination of records of union council, school and
church, NADRA etc. certificates.

The court inquiry ignored or failed to; critically examine the marriage
certificate, process of ascertaining age of the victim and the exercise of free
will, and absence of coercion, or, failed to cross-check the evidence of age
and conversion, and the profile of the party.

The court failed to examine the marital status or failed to inquire about the
consent of the first wife or is misinformed about it.

Intrusive or unwelcomed invites to change ones religion, offering incentives
or harassment or emotional blackmailing, etc. that entail a faith conversion
UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief, Asma Jahangir in her
report to General Assembly in 20052 shed light on coerced in faith conversion
stating in paras 52-54;

“The Special Rapporteur wishes to re-iterate in this regard that States must
ensure that the persons on their territory and under their jurisdiction,
including members of religious minorities, can practise the religion or belief of
their choice free of coercion and fear. If non-State actors interfere with this
freedom, and especially the freedom to change or to maintain one’s religion,
the State is obliged to take appropriate measures to investigate, bring the
perpetrators to justice and compensate the victims (see also E/CN.4/2005/61,
para. 42)”/

“Finally, the Special Rapporteur notes that with regard to children, the choice
of religion is restricted by the parents’ rights to determine their child’ religion
up to an age where the child is capable of doing so on his/her own, in
accordance with article 18, paragraph 4, of the Covenant3.”

2. The Issue and Magnitude of Forced Conversion

Forced conversions in Pakistan, typically involve girls and women from religious

minorities, in the Sindh and Punjab provinces of Pakistan. Various organizations

2 A/60/399, https://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/religion/docs/A_60_399.pdf

3 ICCPR Article 18 (4)The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for the
liberty of parents and, when applicable, legal guardians to ensure the religious and moral education
of their children in conformity with their own convictions.
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have collected data on the issue using different methodology, different time
window and research focus. Some of the data includes all conversions such as
National (Catholic) Commission for Justice and Peace (NCJP) while other sources
mainly focus gender based violations.

e The data compiled by the NCJP in 2013 revealed that 1,733 faith conversions
had been reported in the national media during 2000 and 2012. The
converted women, men and children came from Hindu (726), Christian (605),
Ahmadi (384), Sikh (3) and Kalashiya (2) faith backgrounds while the religion
of 13 individuals was not specified in the news reportage.* However, all
reported conversions were to the majority religion (Islam).

e lIccording to an investigative report “ around 60 Christians were converting to
Islam every month in Lahore and surrounding areas during 2009-2011 owing
to economic pressures, security, etc.” According to a study carried out by
University of Birmingham at least 2866 cases of conversion involving women

& girls were reported between January 2012 and June 2017 in Pakistan”;®

e During 2018, the National Commission for Human Rights received 30
complaints pertaining to violations of minorities rights which included a
number of forced conversions.

e In March 2019, conversion and marriage of two sisters Reena and Raveena
offered some insights to the modes operandi of forced conversions. The
culprits travelled to Punjab to avoid jurisdiction of a district courts in Sindh
and then went on to Islamabad High Court with a petition about their safety
and security. The Islamabad High Court, instead of remanding the case to the
concerned district, allowed the girls to go with the alleged abductors,
dismissing the application of the father of Reena and Raveena.” A former
member of the National Assembly, Mian Mithu of district Deharki® was
reported to be behind manipulation of court procedures in this case. He is an
influential linked to a shrine in Sindh and notorious for facilitating
conversions to Islam.

e The Peoples Commission for Minorities’ Rights (PCMR) and CSJ compiled the
data of 159 incidents of forced conversion which took place during 2013 and

4 http://archive.paxchristi.net/MISC/2014-0247-en-ap-HR.pdf

5 Aoun Sahi, The News International, 16 March 2011.

6 A study by the University of Birmingham (Accessible at: https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/college -
artslaw/ptr/ciforb/Forced-Conversions-andForced-Marriages-in-Sindh.pdf).

7 Siobhan Heanue; “Hindu Sisters Reena and Raveena become face of forced religious conver sion in Pakistan;”
ABC News. July 26, 2019. Website.

8 Naya Daur; “Who is Mian Mithu?” Naya Daur; September 16, 2019; Website;
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2019 which can be helpful in analyzing the issue and its locale. Additionally,
16 girls have approached Sindh High Court seeking relief from such forced
marriages which is yet another source to look at for solutions. (See
Appendices).

e According to CSJ monitoring desk 35 Christian women had subjected to
abduction, rape and conversion, one girl was murdered on refusing to have a
relationship, 10 were beaten by police and landlords, and four women had
been falsely accused of committing blasphemy between January and
November, 2019. Dr. Nimarta Kumari, a Hindu student at Bibi Aseefa Dental
College, Larkana was murdered in her hostel room after being raped in
September 2019.° More appalling aspect of the tragedy is that her family,
though agitated, refused to pursue the case due to apparent lack of
confidence in the justice system of the country.

e A Peoples’ Inquiry was held to look into the issue in Lahore in May 2019
under the aegis of PCMR in May 2019 where the issue of bride trafficking to
China was discussed as well.® The jury was composed of Ms. Hina lJilani
(Chairperson Jury), Ms. Khawar Mumtaz (Chairperson NCSW), Justice (R)
Kailashnath Kolhi, Justice (R) Jamshed Rehmatullah, M Parkash (Advocate) .

3. Forced Conversions and related violations

In most cases, the victim is abducted and subjected to sustained physical and
emotional abuse including allurement, violence or a threat of it, towards her
loved ones and rape. The kidnapped girl, often minor, sometimes illiterate, is
forced or allured to sign an affidavit of conversion and the marriage papers.
These papers become a legal defense in any investigation or prosecution to claim
that the faith conversion out of free will. The abducted girls face intimidation, etc.
is denied contact with her family on the pretext that she is no more allowed by
her husband to make a contact with the family.

In April 2019, Justice Tarig Saleem Sheikh of the Lahore High Court ordered the
custody of a 14-year-old Christian girl Charlotte Javed to her parents from a
Muslim man in Faisalabad; The culprit Zafar ‘married’ the girl and produced a
conversion certificate which stated that Charlotte had been renamed Ayesha
after ‘willingly’ converting to Islam on February 20, 2019; The girl, however, when
produced before the court by the police said that she had been abducted, sold,
forcibly converted, and then forcibly married to the man. !

9 https://pcmr.pk/wp -content/uploads/2019/06/Peoples-Inquiry-Report.pdf

10 ibid

1 https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2019/04/10/parents -get-custody-of-teenage-christian-girl-forcibly-
converted-to-islam/

6 Working Paper Series No. 10



Members belonging to religious minority communities generally lack resources to
afford a proper recourse to justice and often do not receive the protection
required from state institutions. The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan
reports that the police often turn a blind eye to reports of abduction and forced
conversions thereby creating impunity for perpetrators. The police will often
either refuse to record a First Information Report or falsify the information,
thereby, denying families the chance to take their case any further. Both, the
lower and higher courts of Pakistan have failed to follow proper procedures in
cases that involve accusations of forced marriage and forced conversions. The
judges are often subject to fear of reprisal from extremist elements, in other cases
the judicial officers’ personal beliefs influence them into accepting the claims
made that the woman/girl converted on her own free will.*?

Conservative mindset believes that converting someone to Islam entails Sawab

(heavenly reward) which may be a reason why government and police show
lethargy when it comes to cracking down on cases of forced conversions in
Pakistan. Mass conversions sponsored by wealthy patrons and clerics are
common.?

Conclusively, the evidence in cases reported by families, media, application in the
courts and verdict in Charlotte’s case, clearly show that abductions and forced
conversions are one of the most serious problems and threats facing Hindu and
Christian women and girls.

Technically, while the forced conversion is not a criminal offence, complaints
have to be limited to abduction, etc. which often suffer from the neglect on part
of the investigation and prosecution branches, particularly when the victim is
poor, and a member of a religious minority.* The age of the girl is often ignored.
The girl/woman victim remains hostage of her kidnapper throughout the trial
process where she is subjected to threats forcing her to deny her abduction and
to make a statement that she converted willingly.*

4. The Certificate Business
Many religious institutions, local mosques and seminaries routinely issue
certificates of conversion beyond the scope of any law (Appendices). Religious
zeal of the aforementioned institutions fails them to assess the element of
coercion in the conversion, confirm the age of the so called bride and presence of
a crime. Some of the institutions also encourage proselytizing the members of

12 HRCP, Belief and relief access to justice for religious minorities (Human Rights Commission of

Pakistan, 2014) p. 11. http://hrcp-web.org/hrcpweb/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Access-tojustice-
for-religious-minorities-Expert-Group-Report.pdf,

13 Ikhlaq Ullah Tarar; “Forced Conversions;” Dawn; March 31, 2019; Website;

4 https://www.dawn.com/news/1515863

5 Sameen Khan; “Forced conversion, marriage and the endless cycle of misogyny;” Herald-Dawn. March 17,
2017. Website.
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minority communities by offering rewards for successful conversions and
consider this a religious duty.®

5. Laws and Efforts Regarding Reforms

The Constitution of Pakistan protects most of the internationally recognized
fundamental rights including freedom to profess, practice and propagate any
religion (Article 20). Nevertheless, abuse and violation of rights of religious
minorities is a continuing challenge and cause for concern. There is no legal
restriction on faith conversions in Pakistan, however, in practice, the faith
conversion means freedom to convert to majority religion only because the
conversion of a Muslim to any religion is perceived as apostasy; punishable with
death.

Although, there is an extensive legal regime that can tackle most crimes
accompanying forced conversions including, kidnapping, sexual and gender
crimes, forced marriage, underage marriages, and outraging feeling of others,
nevertheless, the justice system has consistently proved ineffective in protecting
the minority girls and women.

i) Criminal Law Amendment IV of the 2017

Weeks before Pakistan’s review in Brussels under the GSP+ ', the National
Assembly passed the Criminal Law Amendment 2017 (IV). The amendment added
a proviso Section 498-B to the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 that made the forced
marriage of minor and ‘non-Muslim woman’ an offense punishable with ‘ten
years of imprisonment but not less than five years of imprisonment and five
hundred thousand rupees fine’;'® Enactment of the law failed as it was never
introduced in the Senate, the upper house.

ii) Protection of Minorities Bill Sindh 2015

In February 2013, the Sindh government set up a three-member committee to
consider legislation to stop forced conversions and forced marriages. The
resulting bill addressed many of the problems linked to the issue, including laying
down legal guidelines for the court process and enabling victims’ access to justice,
placing an age limit upon conversions, etc.

The bill was passed unanimously by the Sindh Provisional Assembly in November
2016.%° However, religious parties objected to age limit on people converting to

16 Isian Human Rights Commission, “Pakistan: Inother Hindu Girl Forcibly Converted to Islam !fter
Being !bducted,” 9/1/2007, http://www;ahrchk;net/ua/mainfile;php/2007/2158/

17 Generalized System of Preference, a trade concession by European Union for Pakistan since 2014.
18 http://www.na.gov.pk/uploads/documents/1486462667_263.pdf

19
https://pcmr.pk/resources/
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Islam, and threatened to besiege the Sindh Assembly if the bill received approval
of the governor. Hence then Governor, Saeed U Zaman Siddiqui, refused to sign
the bill into a law under the pressure..?°

In 2019, a revised version of the Protection of Minorities Bill was introduced in
the Sindh Assembly by a Hindu member, Nand Kumar.?! Again, religious and
political parties staged a protest, arguing that the government was creating
barriers for willing converts in the name of protecting minorities. The sit-in was
organized by Pir Mian Abdul Khaliq (Mian Mithu), etc. 2

Similar private member’s bills were presented in both the National Assembly and
the Punjab Provisional Assembly but there has been no progress in either case.
However the government of Punjab has formed a task force to deal with any
cases in the future administratively.

Concluded, that the law does not allow forced conversions per se, however at
present the law is routinely manipulated particularly on the pretext of religious
conversions. An effort to enact law for protection of minorities by the members
in Sindh Assembly stands failed while in the national parliament the legislation is
yet to be initiated.

6. International Obligations and Concerns
Pakistan has been continuously reminded of its obligations under the
international law to address the grave violations of human rights concerning
forced conversions of girls and women.

In 2013, the UN Committee monitoring implementation of CEDAW in Concluding
Observations stated;

“The Committee is <concerned about the persistence of child and forced
marriages and at the fact that the minimum age of marriage for girls is 16. It is
deeply concerned about the abduction of women and girls belonging to religious
minorities for the purpose of forced conversion and forced marriages. 2

The committee recalled its previous recommendation in List of Issues for the 5%
Periodic report of Pakistan due in 2020 under the CEDAW,

The Committee recalls article 16 of the Convention and calls on the
State party:

20 https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/177439 -Sindh-governor-returns-forced-conversion-bill

21 Hafeez Tunio; “Opposition MP! to submit revised forced conversion law in Sindh !ssembly;” The Express
Tribune. April 5, 2019. Website.

22 Staff Reporter; “Sindh !ssembly urged to reject Forced Conversion Bill;” Dawn; !pril 30, 2019. Website.
23 CEDAW/C/PAK/CO/4 para 37-38.
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(a) To adopt the Hindu Marriage Bill, the Christian Marriage (Amendment)
Bill and the Christian Divorce Amendment Bill;

(b) To conduct research on the extent of the phenomenon of abduction of
girls for the purposes of forced conversion and forced marriages and develop a
comprehensive strategy to address this phenomenon to ensure the effective
investigation of cases, prosecutions and punishment of perpetrators as well as
the provision of remedies and support services for victims;*

6.2. In 2016 CERD review entailed following Concluding Observations regarding
the issue:

“31;  The Committee is deeply concerned at persistent reports of abduction of
Dalit women and girls for the purpose of forced conversion to Islam and forced
marriage. It regrets the lack of detailed information and data on the situation of
Dalits in the State party (arts. 1, 2 and 5).

32. Recalling its general recommendation No. 29 (2002) on article 1 (1) of
the Convention / It urges the State party to take immediate action to end the
forced conversion and forced marriage of Christian and Hindu Dalit women and
to prosecute and punish the abductors with penalties commensurate with the
gravity of the crime.”

6.3. In 2016, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child observed
following about forced conversion and forced marriage

The Committee is concerned that the practices of forced conversion of non-
Muslim women and forced marriage continue. It is particularly concerned that
the proposed amendment to the Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929, has been
declared un-Islamic by the Council of Islamic Ideology and that efforts to enact a
law to prevent forced conversion have been blocked by the Council (arts. 3 and
10). (Para 57).

58. The Committee recommends that the State party prohibit the forced
conversion of a person from his/her belief without his/her consent.2®

6.4. In 2017, UN CESCR stated following in Concluding Observations after review
of Pakistan.

“The Committee is seriously concerned about the limited freedom of religion in
the State party, the sectarian violence targeting children from religious

24 CEDAW/C/PAK/Q/5.
25 CERD/C/PAK/CO/21-23.
2 CRC/C/PAK/CO/5
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minorities, such as Shia Muslims, Hindus, Christians and Ahmadis, and forced
conversions.?’

6.5. During the 5% periodic report under UPR on 13 November 2017, Pakistan
noted the followed recommendations made by India and Australia, respectively;

“End forced conversions and marriages of minorities, including Hindu, Sikh and
Christian women, and prosecute all cases (para 152.169);

Enact and enforce legislation that facilitates women’s social, political and
economic empowerment, including in relation to child marriage and forced
conversion (152.275).”%

6.6. On 3 April 2018, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Raad Al
Hussein in his communication to the Foreign Minister of Pakistan wrote”

“Guarantee freedom of religion or belief for all. Ensure the protection of
religious minorities, including through repealing or amending blasphemy laws
and ant Ahmadi laws; and preventing forced marriages and conversion of
religious minority women.”

7. Conclusion and Recommendations
Minorities’ complaints about forced, manipulated or imposed conversion are not
only credible but such conversions and other violations are difficult to prove in a
court of law due to the covert nature of the violation, religious discrimination,
absence of proper law dealing with the crime of forced conversion as well as the
lack of rule of law. (These grave injustices create frustration and anger among the
religious minorities which must not be overlooked).

The minority girls and women in Pakistan are facing consistent and systemic
violations under the phenomenon of forced conversions, in contravention to the
rights guaranteed in the constitution of Pakistan as well as the international
human rights law. The forced conversions ar e often used to cover up other crimes
such as sexual and physical violence, abduction, kidnapping and rape. The
impunity enjoyed by culprits is exposed in media reports? and the data collected
by civil society organizations. The court verdicts in few cases also confirmed these
conclusions. Successive governments in Pakistan have failed rise to the challenge
in spite of the repeated reminders from the UN High Commissioner, Treaty
Monitoring bodies and Special Procedures on Freedom of Religion or Belief.

27 E/C.12/PAK/CO/1, para 30.

28 A/HRC/37/Add.1 - Para. 4
2Saba Imtiaz; “Hindu Today Muslim Tomorrow;” The !tlantic; lugust 14 2017; Website;
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Therefore, in order to preserve religious diversity, maintain rule of law, and
engender respect for human dignity and universal human rights, it is necessary
that the Federal and the Provincial governments in Pakistan take measures to
curb the phenomenon of forced conversions.

The Parliamentary Committee, parliament and implementers in the government
are urged to consider introducing following measures for an expeditiously and
amicable resolve to the phenomenon of forced conversions:

1. The Parliamentary Committee to Protect Minorities from Forced Conversions,
while laying down rules of procedures and terms of reference, should uphold
the high principles of religious freedom as laid down in the Constitution of
Pakistan and interpreted in the Supreme Court Judgment of 19 June 2014.%°

2. The Parliamentary Committee to Protect Minorities from Forced Conversions
should hold private as well as public inquiries with victims and their families,
members of civil society, informed journalists and social activists to probe
expeditiously the matter more deeply and suggest concrete legal safeguards
against forced conversions and marriages. The findings and resulting
recommendations should be submitted to the Parliament for discussion and
further action.

3. Federal and Provincial Ministries i.e. Human Rights, Law and Minorities
Affairs should undertake educational measures to inform the public opinion
about the value of protecting religious diversity and religious freedom.

4. An interim measure may be necessary given the magnitude of the issue,
impunity available to culprit, and threat to peace and amity among the
communities. The Supreme Court should be approached to introduce a
moratorium on validation of any marriages associated with conversions by
any officer of the law till the proper legislation is in place.

5. Efforts should be made to pass the Protection of Minorities Act, applicable
across Pakistan that operationalises the promise of non-discrimination in the
Constitution in the exercise of social and economic rights of religious
minorities, including the implementation of job and educational quota for
minorities. The parliament should consider reintroduction of the Criminal
Amendment Bill regarding the Section 498-B of Pakistan Penal Code, 1860,

30 PLD SC SM 699. SC SMC 1, 2014.
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adding procedures for ascertaining the absence of coercion in the instances
of faith conversion

The Federal and Provincial cabinets should hold special meetings to watch
over the implementation of orders of the Supreme Court passed on 19*" June
2014 in letter and spirit, including the establishing of a permanent,
independent and statutory Commission for Minorities Rights.

A component should be introduced to Judicial, Administrative, police and
Legal Officers trainings regarding accountability of the offences related to
abuse of religion.

Culprits, such as Mian Mithu and Ayub Jan Sahandi supporting forced
conversions should be investigated by a high powered team and brought to
justice.
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Appendices

Appendix (i)

Alleged Conversions and related Crimes against Minority Girls/ Women

(2013-2019)

Jndieben 9|d ‘9
R EROF| yToC Ainr V/N Lo11Rd 1M nNpuiH 3jIMm pue wey eJwy
Y-£/18T #eyd noj
NERER DY 102 INdO3 V/N V/N npulH V/N eudes s
BUBMJET MND UNUD |¥TOT/YTTT 2%
V/N ¥T10C "NON oJoyswer npulH V/N | lqig waaseN
‘Upuls Jo 1NOJ YSIH ON UOINIRd
|emiyes ojul ySnoua :
V/N €10¢ V/N V/N uensuy) 81T ¢
/ luiemeydiyny JON / pan1oads 10N
, |emiyes ojul ygnoua 7
2404 €10 V/N V/N uensuy) €1
/iuzemeydiyd 10N / paiioads 10N
. uelsiied .
‘W4 04 €107 Udy V/N Iyoese) uensuyy ST yise|\ ewsy
u| suensHy)
Elell]
suolIe[oIA 324n0S ejeq (N/A) d14 PuIsIa uoigi|ay agy aweN
914N20Q

Working Paper Series No. 10

14



SEIEINFEEN] VAS
adey /v STOZ “INf V/N iy uewzea 9a/88 | uensuyd V/N Iqig eues

uelsiyed euey ‘9T

“24 v #10T "0 nsey| uensuyd 0z 1919 e|9ageN

u suensuy) edueyd yi4
{ .. .m
V/N ¥10T "In( euexleq DHS 7102/999 dD eueJe uensuyd V/N eysly !
ueishjed VT
U ERSE R 7102 IE aJoye uensuyd V/N BULIBIA
ul suensuy)

ssalgoud 61 €T

U RS ¥10¢ LB ueyy o @ uensuyd UISeIA elqos

ur UoISIA PO

W44 YN | v10T Udy umeq Ajieg v/N 131oyo npulH 4 113eg luey ¢t
‘W44 YN | #T0T AON Hodal Syy1d V/N eneyl uensuyd v1 Jlyseg uaaloN T
VERERD ¥10¢ SM3N elsy V/N yeAdeq uensuyd V/N | waapen eAlewes ot
VAERERS ¥10¢ dN v/N ueyy Jes wiyey | uensuyd ST Yise\ [ewey| 6
VERERD ¥10¢ dmN V/N ypuis NpulH 4 ueyoA |efey 8
aunquL Hied L

W44 YN | #10T PO V/N 1Moys 4 1ewny (efluy

ssa4dx3/dON npuIH

15

Tackling the Uncomfortable Truth of Forced Conversions



‘ST0T/€ETE 97
V/N STOT AeN V/N VOIN D joyepeyeys NpuiH V/N peQ uelssH
femey ¢ ueishied ‘7
N47D4 "V ST0C dld aloye uensuyy V/N paly1dads 30N
ur suensuyy
91B21J113 Je .
24 ST0T "99d YR V/N Jeyledseduen npuiy | lueyied vt
UoISJaAU0) waA
91e21}1143) Je ‘€7
Ok SToz Inf V/N jojieun NpuiH liem.ed
UoISJaAUO) waA
912113) Je 7T
04 ST0T AR V/N 1oewn npuiH lIoype/ippno
U0ISJaAUO) waA
uewzea Al ‘1T
‘W4 04 ST0C “eliN V/N Lo11ad MM npuiH Allwie4 pue wey odeg
a4a £ #eYd lweq
indjemeyeg Je ‘07
‘N4 D4 ST0C '9°d V/N lonad 1M uensuydy [II9 ewsy
Auojo) weys| waA
paJ915139Yy indjemeyeg 9|d 1e|N ‘61
INDA ST0Z NON V/N npui
NIE} Auojo) 1wejs| no) |owes 13 wey 00ydeT]
S
ueyy
paJaisiday Jeap ‘871
)4/adey/ vy | STOT "das V/N Jeh waayey npuiy IB|Al W3seN
did 1
/ Andieber v/ze
T/€1

Working Paper Series No. 10

16



1yoeJe)y 1N0D UNIID) | STOZ/STL ‘9¢
W ST0Z 924 |, jo3peyeys npuiH v/N BWYSaY
HNo) Y3iH ypuis "'ONdD
24 STOC 'AON V/N 4 Indjemeyeg npuiy V/N 1B\l owes s
JOF| V/N B indjemeyeg | uensuyd V/N 11D ewsy ve
STOZ "9
0 . il . . .q .mm
adey “24 “v) | STOCZ "das V/N 414 ueyy Jep wiyey npulH Lt Ie|N WaaseN
adey “y) ST0T INf V/N IE Indjemeyeg | uensuyd V/N Iqig eues ce
WHD4 Y'Y | STOZAON | SMaN eisy /¥HIN 1B J03|elS uensuyd V/N plyeys eues Te
WHDH U ST0C SMaN YL 4 pleyeq npuiy 4 ljefuy 0¢
‘W44 Y'Y | STOZ 8ny umeq Ajle@ 414 eneyl npuiy V/N | Hemysayep |lwwg 6
SYv1)/ueishied ST/81S :
WHDH VU stoz Inf JuesH / aJoye uensUyd Y4 e1zo4 8¢
ur suensuy) "ou Y4
ueispjed [T
WHDH YN ST0C B 103|e1S uensUyd €T pa110ads 10N
ul suensuy)
ST0T/LL

B ST0C/LY

17

Tackling the Uncomfortable Truth of Forced Conversions



R 910¢ dfN V/N utpeg npuly V/N elood Ly
OERR 9T0C LT-9T0T INYH/dMN v/N jJo|els uensuyd v/N ewsy o
. o gl e . . .m.q
IN4D4“¥') | 9T0T “eiN s1983113ua.1n) LB Jedues npuiy V/N 1uood
91BJ1J11I3D YBYYIN :
NV EISE! 910¢ "3ny V/N uipeg Ij3e| NpulH 61 elood vy
pue uoisisAuo)
91eJ1411432 ‘cp
24 970¢ "das V/N [Ieoued NpuiH 8T INEBIA
UOISJIBAUO)
4 indjemeyeg T
9T0Z ‘0 V/N U011133d 1M uensuyd V/N | bewsnn ejpayey
/) 01 dwany Auo|o) 1wejs|
paJ93si3ay uewzep :
adey 9107 “8ny V/N npuH | W/N te 38jeg T
EIE anNa/TIt
S
indjemeyeg
paJ93si3ay Jeap 0y
"D /adey/) | 910T "ge4 V/N " / etbieys npuiH , [e|\ 0gaseN
Jnd pewyy
T/€T
DV EROERR A 910¢ LT-9T0T INYH/dMN V/N Jnsey uensuyd 4 1919 eZ93N07] 6¢
oF 9T0T "unf | LT-9T0T INYH/dION V/N [ed1yd eAiyse|ey) €1 pa1103ds 10N 8¢
WADHYY | 9TOZ uer | £1-9T0T INYH/AMN v/N nsey uensuUyd V/N 1q1g ewies Le

Working Paper Series No. 10

18



N E RO R A 910¢ SaWI] uJaises 4 Jexuedseyy npuiH 9T 1leuos
ERR D 910¢ s198813ualin) eIE peqesapAH npuiH €T 1oyy e[aa 65
"4 v 910¢ s1983113ua.1un) 1B peqesapAy npuiH ST 1oy 85
RS 910¢ $193813ua.1n) dl4 peqesapAy npuiH 8T 1joy) e1ames 45
D E RO E R A 910¢ umep Ajleq LB aloye uens.yd 4 BZIUON %
WAI4“YN | 9T0C PO umeq Ajleg I aJoye uensuyd 6T panef eupis 55
ueispied v
WA YN 910¢ 4 J0|els uens.Uyd €T plyeys eues
ul mcm_um_‘_r_u
IN4D4 ‘¥ | 9T0T 2@ Hodal Ssv1D I eyposies uensuyd 0z BwWaay &
WHI4 YN | 9T0T 22a Modau SSv1D 1B eyposies uensuyd 1C eliyel ¢
eyt 150d ‘1§
WH“D4 YN | 9T0T "uer 9T/69TYI4 aloye uensuyd V/N paaysey ewes
cm_ym_,:._u cmpm_v_mn_
uelsbled ‘09
WA YN 910¢ 1B insey uensuyd €T 1919 zeuyeys
ul suensuyn
VO 910¢ dfN V/N aloye uensUyd 4 pa110ads 10N bv
ueisiyed ‘8Y
W44 ¥y | 9t0C Inf LB [emiyes/aioyeT | uensuyd V/N WaspeN eiqos

ur suensuy)

19

Tackling the Uncomfortable Truth of Forced Conversions



indjemeyeg NqA
24 £70T 8ny V/N 414 npuiH V/N 1B\ ueJsng
gaNa/se
N4“D4 V') LT0C SpJepuels ssauisng IE Indijeyy) npulH 6T ewny 1y H
WA “D4“YN | LT0T 4dy | spJepueis ssauisng LB Jauung uis LT Jney eALd oL
L ueispled ‘69
N4 “D4 V) | £TOT Udy LT/T¥TdN elemuel(ng | uensuyd V/N elames
ur suensuyd
eyt aunqu 99
SN DUV | LTOT ung 1B Jejied JedeN npuiH 9T | Jemysal\ e1oaney
ssa.dx3 /dIYH
v 04 910¢ ‘10 V/N uoniad WM | Jindemeyeq uensuyd V/N | bewysniy ejpayey £
adey 910¢ "8ny V/N dl4 Indjemeyeg NpuiH V/N 1e|Al 23|eg »
- . 14 ‘59
oF 970¢ “elN V/N LB Indjemeyeg npuiy - [e|\l 0ga3seN
\\ ueisiyed 9
U ERSE R 910¢ LB insey uensuyd 8T payydads 10N
ur suensuyd
V/N 9107 "8ny Hodai Syy1d 9T/vv8 Y4 aioye uensuyd 9T BOIUON €
ey UEISDIEd 9
WAIH YN | 9t0T Inr I peqge|esie] uensuyd 1 UsImMyain
ur suensuyd
WO 910¢ SMaN ayL v/N pawyy [zep npulH V/N l03er epasyen 19

Working Paper Series No. 10

20



WHAD4 YN | LTOT T peqesapAH DHS 4 103WN npuiy v/N BUWYS3Y c8
NAERE! LT0T aunq] ssaidx3 4 peqeuweys| npuiy v/N lysoouy I8
‘W42 LT0T aunqu ssaJdx3 4 1yoeJey npuiy LT palyoads 10N 08

N0 YN | LT0T Ae umeq Ajleg 4 Jexuediey] npuiy 9T e|S 6L

Qledllile .
JoF| LT0T 3@ Y v/N JexJediesuen npuiy 81T 1S9 8
UOISJI9AUO)
J91y3nep
91ed4Iue) ‘I
04 LT0T "d3s V/N uipeg npuiy e sey INBN
UOISJIBAUO)
‘paLLIeN
$31e2141143D
= ) uipeg ‘9.
oF| LT0T 4y ageleN V/N NpuIH [43 o1eyy
o3eqopue|
/ UOISIaAU0D
91214113 SL
04 LTOT MON V/N 103Jewn npuiy 4 [93yg euzer
UOISJIBAUO)
= ) seqqy 87
oF LT0Z "223Q V/N 4 npuiy v/N lig ueysoy
Hod |IsyaL
Jndieben A Ajwieq .
04 £107 "das V/N uonad m npuiy | ! e
L6€-3eYD IWeq | puewey exjolel

21

Tackling the Uncomfortable Truth of Forced Conversions



SEIEINFEEN]

oF| 810Z NON V/N " uewzea gNQ/TT Npuly V/N puey) eyswiy 56
‘W44 VN | 8T0T udy Herbied /902 ou yI4 [emiyes uensuyd 4 1q1g eizey e
ul suensuyd

LN ERRER A 810 810T dJ¥H Yl 1Y npuly 1 pal1ads JoN €6
L ERRER A 810 810T dJ¥H Yl leylediey) npuiH €1 pal1ads JoN 6
LAERSER A 810 Modal Syv1) V/N eindnyjiays | uensuyy T Yiseln eaqry 16
04 L10T '8y V/N 4 indjemeyeg NpuIH V/N 1B\ UBJSNS 06

4 £107 30 V/N Yl indjemeyeg npuiH | V/N 1919 ueysoy 68
‘WHD4 VN | £T0T udy SYV1D a M_.M.oz 1IeYIA uensuyd | /N Jeaysy euep 88
4 £107 920 yodal Syv1) V/N peqezijey uensuy) T Inquing 8
‘W24 VN | LTOZ AON peqesapAH JHS Yl 10p3WN npuiH T eusef 98
WHD4 VN | LTOT NS peqesapAH DHS Yl peqeizeueg NpuIH 144 luey 58
NERER A L10C peqesapAH DHS RIE! peqesapAy npuiy 144 eysahy e
L EROERR L10T peqesapAH JHS Yl o8N npuiH | V/N paydads JoN €8

Working Paper Series No. 10

22



3504 ‘Y319 Jo .
24 6T0C "9 V/N V/N uensuyd 1q1g e1zeys =01
uelnsuy) ueispied J9Y10A
N D4V | 6T0T BN SM3N YL B peqejesied uensuyd ST paner anoeyd vot
onre o] o . 6T0C/¢€€ "€0T
N4 24 “v) | 6T0Z unf | npinuspuadspul o Hl4 [ejoJaq npuiH 2 [lyoy eyuy
‘W4 “24°YN | 6T0C 924 seqeuleg I peqewes| uensuyd 13 legb| ewies cot
INd "4V | 6TOT "uer SMaN §nD LB Jexediey] npulH 9T lJewny eysnuy Tot
- . "00T
oF 810T NON V/N LB uewzep npuiH V/N puey) eyswiy
$31e2141143D
NAERSE 8T0C AON agelieN V/N Indpepeys npuiy 0z eluos 66
/ UoISIaAu0)
91e21J1143) ‘36
24 810T NON V/N Jeysueg npuiH 8T leg ellAey
UOISJIBAUO)
91e21J1143) L6
24 810¢ "das V/N JeAye||y opue NpulH 9T BYSIIA
UOISJIBAUO)
Jndjemeyeg
adey/ v 810 924 V/N Moday Auojo) uensuyd V/N Iq1g eluos %

peqy qasleo

23

Tackling the Uncomfortable Truth of Forced Conversions



L1T

vy 6107 VN VN yoesey npuH | W/N e1uos
. . 911
o8 6107 e smaN ayL uld oyper npu | 9T | JemySa ee
49N | 6107 Jew smaN ayL uld 1yoesey npu | pT | JemySop jewoy | °'F
. . Y11
vad | 610z vew SMaN ayL uld peqesaph npu | T | JemySa ejuos
ueyy)
vy 6107 e smaN ayL uld pewiweyol npul | o | uemsaye epwiad | T
opue)
e . 711
W33 “Y | 6T0Z°UNf | peqesspAH JHS uld seyiediey] npuH | 8T zeupno
191g eJwes
— Ipedejste 1q| .
‘W1 “33°vy | 6107 dos peqefesies | uensuyy | p1 T
SMIN ElsY paiads 10N
e 01T
W3 Y1y | 610z smaN ayL uld peqefestie  |uensuyd | gz |  pawoads joN
‘W1 “I1°vy | 610z e umeq Ajteg uld uipeg npuy | w1 Lewiny ejely 601
‘W“I1°vN | 610z e SMAN 4IND ¥l PIOYS npuH | €1 eusaney 801
e, . 10T
W3 “21°vN | 6102 vew sawi] eisy ¥l PIOYD npuH | ST euaay
L uJ92U0) UBNSHY) ‘901
‘W11 vN | 6102 9o ¥4 ndiemeyeg | uensuyy | €1 YiselN epes

|euoijeuJsiu|

Working Paper Series No. 10

24



e 1s0d yaas
padey ‘v | 6T0¢ |Udy V/N aloye uefsyd €1 Jiqes exieeln
uels.yD ueisped
150d .
v 610C “eiN V/N peqesapAH uensuy) 11 EPIN 9t
uensIy) ueispied
uJ4a2U0) UBHRSHYD S7T
Ok | 6T0C "9°4 HOIIad 1M uewzep uensuyy €T ueyy jepes
|euOIIBUIBIU|
91e21J113) hz4
04 6T0C udy V/N elepyeys uensuyy 7T Bysaaly
UoISJaAUO)
AUETTIENENS .
UAERRE! 610¢ udy V/N ndureyyy npuiy 14 eAld et
UOISI9AUO)
918|113 N44)
‘W44 6T0C JeiN v/N 10Jewn Luny npuiH 8¢ Jemysa|p 1eussz
/U0IsSIaAu0)
91Bd11143) :
04 6T0C udy V/N JeAye||y opuel npuiH 8T 1140 e|sauy ret
UoISJaAUO)
UOISJaAU0D 0ZT
Ok | 6T0C 'Inf V/N peqesapAH NpuiH 6T efood
J0 HABPIHY
91e21J1143) 61T
Ok | 6T0C "9°4 V/N 1yoeJey NpulH 0¢ Jez|nH eusswWes
UoISJaAU0)
s 811
VA 610C SpJoday 3d1|od i1E| ueyyl Jep wiyey NpuiH 14 Iq!g e3easues

25

Tackling the Uncomfortable Truth of Forced Conversions



X| UJ32u0) uensuy) ‘9€T
N4 D4V | 6TOZ®uUNf | ° v/N elemueldno uensuy) ST ez33ys
|euolleuIdIU|
IIAUJ32U0D .
padey ‘v 6T0C aunf uensuy) V/N peqejesieq uensuyd V/N ewies SET
|euoljeuIdIu|
11A150d .
24V 6T0¢C aunf N v/N eandnypjiays uensuyd v/N ysiusag vel
uensIy) ueishied
I 1504 .
vl 610 dunf . V/N aloye uefsyd V/N Jemeyy eyaN eet
uelsLIYD uelsied
AUJ2UO0D) UBISIY)D .
ERSER DY 670 Aein V/N eindnyyiays | uenslyd LT Jeyssy [e39ays cet
|euoIleUIRIU|
Alpege|sieq ‘TET
AEROER D 670 AeiN V/N peqe|esie uensuyd ST Jo91e] ejues
SMaN elIsy
oy ey g ‘0€T
AEROER A 670 Aein 1ydeJey SMaN elsy v/N 1yoeJey uensuyy ST BUSN
11UJ92U0) UeNSL .
padey vy 610z AN | T J o v/N eandnyyieys uensuyd Yas wejsy eJes 6ct
|euolleuIdIu|
1s0d 8T
vl 610C |dy V/N aloye uensuyn 49 |enuewwy jepes

uensuy) ueisijed

Working Paper Series No. 10

26



, 610¢ INXpeqe|sieq YT
SER Y v/N peqgejesieq uensuyd v/N Jlun eJewes
Jaquiadas SM3N elsy
AXUI2U0) uensuy) .
747 610C PN endnyyays  [uensuyy | wN | ewpnwezes | 7P
Jaquiadas |euolieusaiu|
AIXUJ92U0)
BERD' orot uensuyd v/N BSN|A efe] uensuyd V/N [emuey i
1sn3ny
|euoneulalu|
. ovT
04 6TOZ AInr | nixAepoy ueisiyed V/N eyposies uensuyd V/N ueysniy
93eliew
pue uoISIsAu0d
lIXpeqgejsie .
30181 eraz Ainy HXPEAEIIES VN peqelesies | uensuyd | W/N | Jepies ewies bEt
10} P3| SM3N elsy
v
, 1X150d ‘BET
RER 6T0C AInf V/N aloye uensuyd V/N ueJw| ysiuaag
uelsuy) ueisyed
, X150d LET
padey ‘v 6T0Z dunf v/N aioye uensuyd V/N uep| [oyoey

uensIy) ueishied

27

Tackling the Uncomfortable Truth of Forced Conversions



‘uo|31|aJ4 Ajliofew 9Yy3 03 UOISISAUOD JO SWIE|d
pue widIA 3yl Jo suelpiend ‘syuaded Ag uononpqy Jo Suiddeupry Jo suone3sjie Auedwodde uljo SISed YL e
'SUOSeaJ AJl|_IIUSPIFUOD 03 NP S32UNO0S Y AQ PISYYHM SJE SWIIIIASWOS JOSIWEN e
‘Jno)
Y3IH YypulS 40} JHS ‘©8elaJe|A 92404 104 A4 PUB ‘UOISISAUOD) 32404 J0J *D4 ‘UolIdNpqgy/Suiddeuply| 4O} SpUeIS ‘') e

:910N
(sasea paliodal ayi AjuQ)
91ed1}13a) .
oF 6T0C-S0-€C V/N seyndiin npuiH 0t |ofey vt
UOISIAUO)
00(Qade .
610t 10097¢d V/N 1yoeJey uensuyd V/N ewny svt
31y JaquianoN / BIP3IAl [e120S
IIAXUJ482U0D
e 610¢ YT
24V uensuyd V/N Insey| uensuyd V/N | ©lqoS g weyepn
Jaquiadas
|euoljeusaiu|

Working Paper Series No. 10

28




(4em L
yssIn) v TOZ/€ETTT
npuiH /N vl 'ON'dD | deyledieyl |/TOT'CT'CO | 43yied [eIAl 0933 [eWOOo
ND
‘N4
(199y4) Jo¥| 6102/0LT
npuiH 4 W 'ON'dD | seypundiN |8TOZ'CT'TT | 43yied Suisiey nley
(122y4g) ‘W 6102/691
npuiH €T | D'V 'ON'dD | seyundiN |6TOT'COPT | J9yied Japuey) lwyoen
(123yg) 8
10T/1I¥TC
npuiy 8¢ v 'ONdD {eAye|y opuel |8TOZ'TT'S8T |pueqgsny uefles N9
(
wi (
158D JIA) | s)pwLD ‘ON WIPIA
Juoi3iay 98y | pasda v uolled 1IsIg a1eq uolle|ay Jauollled |9yl jo aweN

Women / Girls Returning to Families after Conversion/Marriage whose

Petitions are pending in Sindh High Court (Hyderabad)

Appendix (ii)
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Appendix (iii)
Certificates and Evidences

School certificate shows Virsha D/o Sheva was 17 years old when she was reported to
have converted and married. The certificate of conversion of Islam falsified to show
heragetobe 19 years.
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Guddid/o of Chaitan was converted in 2014, her age as per her scool certificate was 16
years butin her conversion certificate her age was shown 19 years.

Ravita Meghwar was abducted and converted in 2017 and according to her school
certificate she was 16 years old and got married with Nawaz Ali Shah of age 36 years.
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Sources

"http://www.asianews.it/news -en/A-14-year-old-Faisalabad-Christian-girl-is-kidnapped,-forced-
to-convert-and-marry-48099.html
it https://www.persecution.org/2019/06/25/pakistani-christians-continue-face-deep-
discrimination/
i http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Karachi,-15-year-old-Christian-forced-to-convert-and-marry-
Muslim-47024.html
v http://www.asianews.it/news -en/Christian-girl-abducted-in-Faisalabad-may-have-been-forcibly-
converted-47210.html
v https://www.persecution.org/2019/06/25/pakistani-christians-continue-face-deep-
discrimination/
Vi https://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/opinion -details/3354
Vit https://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/opinion -details/3354
viil https://www.persecution.org/2019/07/01/pakistani-christian-teenager-raped-muslim-
parliamentarian/
*https://www.persecution.org/2019/04/10/pakistani-minorities-call-legislation-combat-
increased-forced-conversions/
* https://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/opinion -details/3354
X https://www.christianpost.com/news/christian -girl-kidnapped-forced-into-islamic-marriage-
pakistan.html
Xi http://www.asianews.it/news -en/Nurse-killed-by-ex-boyfriend-in-Faisalabad-because-she-
refused-to-convert-to-Islam-47543.html
Xiil https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2019/08/02/juveniles -religion-to-be-same-as-parents-
observes-lhc-judge/
XV https://www.persecution.org/2019/08/30/series -sexual-assaults-highlights-vulnerability-
pakistani-christian-women-girls/
x https://www.persecution.org/2019/10/25/icc-documents-43-cases-persecution-pakistani-
christians-three-months/
xi http://www.asianews.it/news -en/A-14-year-old-Faisalabad-Christian-girl-is-kidnapped,-forced-
to-convert-and-marry-48099.html
it https://www.persecution.org/2019/10/05/christian -girls-pakistan-targeted-forced-

conversions/
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