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Presentation Objectives

Present a critical analysis of PCTB SNC textbooks to establish the extent to which the 
textbooks for compulsory subjects:

• Are inclusive (specifically wrt religion)

• Adhere to article 22(1)



Article 22(1) CoP 1973

No person attending any educational institution shall be required to 
receive religious instructions, or take part in any religious ceremony, or 
attend religious worship if such instruction, ceremony or worship 
relates to a religion other than his own.”



Four themes emerge….

Negligible inclusion 
of content that 
reflects existence 
of people of other 
faiths

Tokenism

Content in 
compulsory 
subjects infringes 
on rights of 
children and 
teachers of 
minority faiths as 
granted by 22(1) of 
CoP 1973.

Islamic 
content in 

compulsory 
subjects

Implicit 
Messaging

Inclusion of content 
that is not overtly 
Islamic therefore 
hard to counter but 
equally harmful for 
both majority and 
minority faiths. 

False 
representation of 
facts around 
peaceful co-
existence results in 
cognitive 
dissonance and 
denial when faced 
with reality

Indoctrination 
& denial



Tokenism in Urdu

• Urdu textbooks for primer-grade 5 include 
196 Muslim & 03 non-Muslim names

• Urdu is also a subject in which minorities 
remain woefully underrepresented while 
bulk of the content reinforces Muslim 
lifestyle and beliefs

Pre-
primary

I II III IV V

Non-muslim names 0 0 1 2 0 0

Muslim names 19 57 25 16 47 32
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Tokenism in English

• English textbooks books contain 217 Muslim 
& 18 non-Muslim names

• One token photo of Holi and Christmas
• Brief mention of Dr. Ruth Pfao

Pre-
primary

I II III IV V

Non-muslim names 0 11 6 0 0 1

Muslim names 4 49 45 24 52 43
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Tokenism in General Knowledge and Social Studies

• Token acknowledgement in General Knowledge/Pakistan Studies
• “Qayam-e-Pakistan aur aqliyaton ka kirdar” (Grade-III, Pakistan Studies)

• Places of worship of minorities in the form of a picture for a church, Hindu temple, and Sikh 
Gurdwara (Grade-I, General Knowledge) 

Tokenism is a two-fold issue:
1 – It conditions all children to live comfortably without ever seeing the 
difference or ever notice that not everyone sees the world through the 
same lens or share the same language or rules of living.



Religious Content in Compulsory Subjects

I II III IV V I II III IV V I II IV V IV V II

English Urdu Mathematics Soc StudiesGen Knowledge

with religious text 4 5 1 4 5 6 4 10 10 11 1 1 1 1 3 3 2

without religious text 7 7 10 9 9 9 18 12 13 12 5 5 6 8 3 3 14
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Inclusion of Islamic Content in 
Compulsory subjects

▪ Not a simple Hamd or Naat as often 
argued, but inclusion of basic tenets of 
Islam

▪ Arabic descriptors - parliamentary 
resolution passed on 13 August 2020 
by the NA that the name of Holy 
Prophet Hazrat Muhammad (SAWW) 
should be written as “Hazrat
Muhammad Rasool Allah Khatam-un-
Nabiyyin Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam” in 
all official and unofficial documents. 



Inclusion of Islamic Content in 
Compulsory subjects

▪ Footnotes in such chapters 
encourage teachers to send 
non-Muslim children out of 
the classroom
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Inclusion of Islamic Content in 
Compulsory subjects at the 
expense of learning

▪ Chapter 21 in Urdu grade-V discusses 
the solar system and comes with 
guidance to teachers to tell students 
that: “Allah is the creator of the 
universe, our only creator ...” A 
reading exercise further down in the 
chapter says:” Think about who put 
the Sun at the right distance from 
Earth and who made this shell around 
the Earth for safety? Who is making 
planets revolve in their respective 
orbits, who is making the system of 
rain, wind and water run properly? Of 
course, our response is Allah, we are 
grateful to Him who is the creator of 
this inimitable universe." Page 146

If this were to spur primary schoolers’ 
imagination and sense of wonder, ask 
critical questions and tie it in with 
lessons in Science

▪ Introduction in Urdu to the force of 
gravitation, the Anthropic principle or 
maybe the idea of the Goldilocks 
zone, the habitable zone around a 
star within which planets are at a 
distance to be neither too hot nor too 
cold for liquid water that enables life 
as we know it to exist. Its 
understanding has allowed astro-
physicists to narrow the search for 
habitable planets circling other stars, 
leading to the discovery of 55 
potentially habitable planets out of 
an estimated 300 million in the Milky 
way alone. 



Implicit Messaging

• A Muslim caliph defeated a Persian king Hormuzan. The defeated 
Hormuzan was given a choice: Convert to Islam, be forgiven for his 
prior offences and live or be executed. Upon refusal the caliph 
granted Hormuzan his last wish – a drink of water with a promise that 
he would not have him executed until he had the drink of water he 
requested. When Hormuzan was served a cup of water, he 
deliberately spilled it in a last-ditch effort to save his life. If the Caliph 
held true to his word, he would not execute him. Caliph was furious 
but stayed true to his word. Hormuzan was so impressed he recited 
the Kalima.

( Excerpt from Urdu - Grade 5, page 33)

If this were to be a critical thinking exercise……

• Does that imply that coerced conversion is 
acceptable?

• Since the defeated king was so moved by the 
Caliph’s adherence to his promise, does that 
mean Muslims have a monopoly on keeping 
promises?

• Does converting to Islam absolve people of war 
crimes and atrocities they may have committed?

• Are Muslims exempt from facing justice for their 
actions?

• Is keeping one’s promise indeed such an alien and 
impressive concept for anyone who is not Muslim 
to move them to convert on the spot?

• If the roles had been reversed, would it have 
been acceptable to coerce a Muslim to convert to 
another religion?

• Is apostasy not punishable by death?

• Are forced conversions of Hindus and Christians 
happening in our society acceptable because, 
after all, those poor souls are being saved?

Such implicit messaging is insidious and hard to counter. The lesson 
contradicts the SNC’s own stated key consideration of ‘respect & 
appreciation for different cultures & religions in local and global 
context’. Instead, it teaches Muslim supremacy.



Indoctrination & Denial

• ‘Hamara Piyara Watan’ - the first few lines talk about the green part of the national flag that 
represents Pakistan’s Muslims that makes up 97 percent of the population while the white 
part represents the 3 percent comprising people of all other faiths. After stating these basic 
facts, it goes on to declare, “In Pakistan people of all faiths live in peace and prosperity and 
work for the betterment of the country.”

( Excerpt from GK - Grade 1, Lesson 08, page 33)



Step 1: Composition of 
author and review 

committees

Step 1: Composition of 
author and review 

committees
Not Representative

Step 2: Guidance to 
authors and sensitization

Sensitization to address author/ 
reviewer biases:
Constitutional framework, respect for 
minority teachers and students, 
similar issues highlighted in earlier 
reviews

Step 3: Deliberate 
Conflation with article 31 

and act of 2017

Revision is unlikely. Has now become a 
political issue.

Step 4: Taking the Legal 
Route

Case is in the Supreme Court. Can 
judiciary remain unbiased?

Book Development, Review, and Current Status


